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THE HUMANE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES • FALL 1992 
Wolf-Dog Hybrids Called 
''Wild'' in Virginia 
In May the Virginia Board of Game 
and Inland Fisheries passed regulations 
that place wolf-dog hybrids in the category 
of "nonnative exotic animals." Beginning 
July 1, 1993, a permit will be required to 
import, possess, or sell the hybrid progeny 
of dogs and wolves. 
The HSUS submitted written testimony 
to the state Wildlife and Boat Committee 
citing our position strongly discouraging 
private ownership of wild canids and wolf 
hybrids. According to Randall Lockwood, 
Ph.D., wolf expert and HSUS vice presi­
dent, Field Services, "The breeding of 
hybrids is, I feel, a big step backward, 
since it produces an animal who usually 
cannot live safely and humanely in human 
society yet is not really a wild animal 
either." 
Humans have spent more than 12,000 
years transforming the wolf from a preda­
tor into the domestic dog. Wolf hybrids 
tend to be confused-tom between their 
instincts for life in the wild and life in a 
household. Every year at least one or two 
of the fifteen to twenty fatal attacks by 
dogs on humans involve wolf hybrids. 
They bite out of fear or from predatory 
instinct. Wolf hybrids, due to their size, 
continued on page 3 
Wolf hybrids rarely conform to people's expectations of pets. When a hybrid's owner dis­
covers the animal cannot be controlled, the owner often dumps him/her at a local shelter, 
which usually has no option other than euthanasia. 
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In many communities the sight of 
pigeons roosting on downtown buildings 
has become all too common. The nooks 
and crannies typical of historical architec­
ture make ideal nesting sites for this adapt­
able species. Unfortunately the resource­
fulness of pigeons often creates problems 
for the people with whom they share the 
city. 
In Clarksville, Tenn., officials have 
become quite concerned over the increas­
ing numbers of pigeons. Gary Hamm, 
Montgomery County director of building 
and maintenance, reported two document­
ed cases of histoplasmosis (a disease 
spread to humans from bird droppings), 
including one in a county maintenance 
worker, which may have come from con­
tact with pigeons. 
Efforts to restore and maintain the 
county's historical buildings were being 
seriously hindered by the pigeons as well. 
Hamm had tried several methods of con­
trol, including live trapping and relocation, 
use of owl effigies, even hiring a profes­
sional falconer. None permanently drove 
continued on page 2 
II AROUND 
THE REGION 
II TENNESSEE-The Cheatham County 
Commission appointed a special commit­
tee to study the need for an animal-control 
program for the county. The SCRO pro­
vided materials on starting, financing, and 
managing an effective animal-control pro­
gram to each committee member and to 
several Cheatham County residents who 
contacted us for information. At a public 
hearing on the issue, a number of county 
residents told the committee of their per­
sonal experiences with stray animals. The 
committee concluded that an animal-con­
trol program is definitely needed in the 
county. Specific plans for implementing 
and funding the program must be agreed 
upon by the full commission. The HSUS 
will continue working with citizens and 
county officials on this important issue. 
II KENTUCKY-A high school student 
in Bullitt County was quite disn1rbed 
when the school administration decided to 
place a stuffed cougar representing the 
school's mascot in the foyer. The SCRO 
sent a letter to the school superintendent to 
protest the administration's insensitivity to 
the feelings of this student. 
A not-for-profit spay/neuter clinic 
opened earlier this year in Lexington. The 
Central Kentucky Animal Care Associa­
tion Clinic, Inc., employs a full-time 
veterinary technician and a part-time vet­
erinarian to provide low-cost surgical ster­
ilization of dogs and cats. For further 
information, contact the clinic at 621 S. 
Broadway, Lexington, KY 40508; (606) 
225-SPAY. 
The Humane Society of Logan County 
in Russellville asked The HSUS to look at 
its shelter and make recommendations for 
improvements. SCRO Acting Director Jim 
Tedford visited the facility in late June. 
While the facility is quite small and in 
need of major renovation or replacement, 
we applaud the initiative taken by the 
humane society's staff and board in seek­
ing improvement. The SCRO will contin­
ue working with this and any other organi­
zation striving to provide the best in ani­
mal care and community service. 
I.I NORTH CAROLINA-The North Car­
olina Animal/Rabies Control Association 
(NCA/RCA) will host its annual confer­
ence in Raleigh October 20-21, 1992. The 
HSUS will display information on the 
Adopt-A-Teacher humane-education pro­
gram as well as information on other pro­
grams and services. For more details, con­
tact NCA/RCA President Janice Wheel­
ing, c/o Caldwell County Animal Control, 
PO Box 2200, Lenoir, NC 28645; (704) 
754-8521. Ill 
A hopefitl puppy awaits adoption at the Humane Society of Logan County shelter in Rus­
sellville, Ky. SCRO Acting Director Jim Tedford visited the shelter in June after the soci­
ety asked The HSUS for an evaluation of its facilities. 
HSUS advice on pigeon control convinced 
officials to reevaluate plans for a pigeon 
shoot in Montgomery County, Tenn. 
Pigeon Shoot 
continued from page 1 
the pigeons away from the downtown 
area. 
Hamm contacted the SCRO for our 
opinion on pigeon shoots as an option. In 
such events trapped pigeons are released 
in the presence of several hunters who use 
them as animated targets. At some pigeon 
shoots, children are paid to retrieve dead 
birds and kill injured ones. 
The HSUS strongly opposes pigeon 
shoots. Not only are they extremely inhu­
mane, but they also do nothing to prevent 
more pigeons from settling into the niches 
vacated by the massacred birds. In some 
cases, we believe, pigeon shoots could be 
in violation of state or local laws. 
Any successful solution to dealing 
with pigeon problems involves making 
man-made structures less desirable as 
roosting places. The SCRO provided 
Montgomery County with information on 
nonlethal methods of controlling wildlife 
damage. At press time the proposal to 
hold a pigeon shoot in the county had 
been put on the back burner. 
The HSUS will continue to speak out 
against indiscriminate cruelty in the name 
of wildlife-damage control. For further 
information on humane solutions to 
urban-wildlife problems, please contact 
the SCRO. Ill 
Wolf Hybrids 
continued from page 1 
strength, and temperament, are unsuitable 
as pets. They are often impossible to train, 
unpredictable, destructive, and hard to 
confine. There is at present no rabies vac­
cine approved for use in wolves or wolf 
hybrids. 
The HSUS believes that a reduction 
in-and eventual elimination of-privately 
owned wolf hybrids can be accomplished 
by restricting the sale, trade, release, 
import, or export of animals across state 
and local boundaries. The action taken by 
the Virginia Board of Game and Inland 
Fisheries is a step in that direction. II 
Although beautiful to look at, wolf hybrids 
are 'often · impossible to train, unpredict­
able, destructive, and hard to corifine. 
Coexisting with II DIRECTOR'S 
Urban Wildlife 
COMMENT 
Is a Challenge 
Greensboro, N.C., was the site of a 
recent workshop, "Humane Solutions to 
Problems with Urban Wildlife," cospon­
sored by The HSUS and the North Caroli­
na Animal/Rabies Control Association. 
The workshop featured John Grandy, 
Ph.D., HSUS vice president, Wildlife and 
Habitat Protection, and Guy R. Hodge, 
director, data and information services. 
Many of us in the field of animal care 
and control receive countless calls re­
garding squirrels in the attic or pigeons 
roosting at the old county courthouse. 
All too often, frustrated callers feel that 
their only recourse is to "exterminate" ani­
mals they perceive as pests. At this work­
shop almost one hundred partici­
pants were provided with informa­
tion on the nonlethal methods that 
can reduce or eliminate damage 
caused by wildlife. In many cases 
the solution involves, quite sim­
ply, making our homes less desir­
able environments for wildlife by 
eliminating access or creating 
nuisances. 
Anyone interested in learning 
more about urban-wildlife con­
trol can order the Pocket Guide 
to the Humane Control of 
Wildlife in Cities and Towns. 
This very helpful book is avail­
able through the HSUS publications 
catalog. For your complete list of HSUS 
publications, write or call the SCRO. Ill 
by Jim Tedford, Acting 
Director 
With this issue of 
the South Central 
Regional Office Report 
we open a new chapter 
in the history of the 
SCRO. Phillip Snyder 
has left the office to assume the position of 
director of the HSUS North Central 
Regional Office, in Illinois. Phil opened 
the SCRO in January 1990 and quickly 
established it as a valuable resource for 
local humane organizations, animal-con­
trol agencies, and HSUS constituents. He 
brought to the region some twenty years' 
experience in the field of animal protec­
tion. In some ways it seems as though 
Phil's career has taken him full circle. He 
started out in a local humane society in 
northern Indiana and is 
now based only a short dis-
tance from "home." We 
know that all of you who 
had the opportunity to work 
with Phil join us in wishing 
him all the best in his new 
position. 
SCRO staff members will 
continue our tireless efforts 
to make the world ( or at least 
our little part of it) a better 
place for animals and people. 
And, although we cannot 
physically be in all places at 
all times, we want you to 
know that we are with you, supporting 
your work on behalf of animals. 
Reward, Reward, Reward 
The HSUS is a source of information, 
direct assistance, and moral support. We 
plan to continue providing training in 
areas of interest and concern to this region. 
When feasible, we will assist local investi­
gators, and we will struggle for better ani­
mal-protection laws in all four states. 
Through the SCRO the collective knowl­
edge of the entire HSUS staff is only a 
phone call away. I know of no more 
highly qualified and dedicated group of 
people. 
The HSUS offers the following re­
wards of: 
11 up to $2,500 for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of any 
wholesale dealer of dogs and cats who 
knowingly buys or otherwise procures 
any stolen animal; 
11 up to $2,500 for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of any person 
who organizes dogfights, fights dogs, 
promotes dogfighting, or officiates at 
dogfights; 
11 up to $2,500 for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of any person 
who organizes illegal cockfights, fights 
cocks, promotes cockfighting, or offici­
ates at cockfights; 
11 up to $ 1,000 for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of any person 
who willfully poisons or attempts to poi­
son a dog or cat. 
If you have any information regard­
ing any of the above-described acts, 
you may call the SCRO at (615) 
588-1843 weekdays between 9:00 A.M. 
and 5:00 P.M. II 
Whether you are overseeing a major 
shelter renovation, lobbying for more ef­
fective laws, or investigating alleged cru­
elty, you are never doing it alone. By com­
bining our strengths and working together, 
we can-and will-make a difference! Iii 
LEGISLATIVE 
LINEUP 
Ill KENTUCKY-Animals suffered two 
blows in Kentucky's 1992 legislative ses­
sion. H.B. 20 exempted certain activities 
permitted for those with a hunting license, 
including dog training that uses live ani­
mals and the cruel "shake-out" hunting 
season (when young animals may be shak­
en from trees and destroyed by dogs). The 
SCRO and several other animal-advocacy 
groups urged Gov. Brereton C. Jones to 
veto the bill, which he did. Unfortunately, 
his decision was overridden by the state 
General Assembly and the bill became 
law. 
State Rep. Pat Freibert introduced H.B. 
529, which would have changed the statu­
tory definition of "animals" to include 
birds. Freibe1i's intention was to provide 
protection to birds under the state's anti­
cruelty laws. The main objective of the bill 
was to make cockfighting illegal. Because 
of pressure from a few powerful legisla­
tors, however, the bill was killed before it 
was even heard by the House Natural 
Resources Committee! National, state, and 
local animal-protection organizations plan 
to work for passage of similar legislation 
in Kentucky's next legislative session. 
Seized.fighting cocks await their.fate: The main objective a/Kentucky's HB. 529 (which 
was killed be.fore reaching committee) was to make cockfighting illegal. 
r-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, ' ' ' ' 
I Reflect for a moment . . . 








By your bequest for animal protection to The Humane Society of the United 
States, your will can provide for animals after you're gone. Naming The HSUS 
demonstrates your lasting commitment to animal welfare and strengthens the society 
for this task. We will be happy to send infonnation about our animal programs and 
material that will assist in planning a will. 
Please send will information to: 
, Name ____________ Address ____________ _ 
City ____________ State _____ Zip code ____ _ 





� TENNESSEE-A measure designed to 
change violation of the animal-cruelty pro­
vision from a Class B to a Class A misde­
meanor passed both houses of the legisla­
ture by wide margins. Effective July 1, 
1992, the penalty for conviction was 
increased from a possible $500 fine and up 
to six months in jail to a fine of up to 
$2,500 and up to a year in jail. 
i'l VIRGINIA-Several bills related to 
animals were considered in the 1992 leg­
islative session. Among those passing were 
H.B. 1, which places a five-year statute of 
limitations on prosecutions of animal-cru­
elty offenses, and S.B. 252, which re­
moves the authority of humane investiga­
tors or animal wardens to sell confiscated 
animals at auction and allows such ani­
mals to be delivered to a humane society. 
H.J.R. 196 established a special working 
group consisting of the Virginia Animal 
Control Association, Virginia Federation 
of Humane Societies, Virginia Federation 
of Dog Clubs and Breeders, and the Vir­
ginia Veterinary Medical Association to 
study the advisability of mandatory spay­
ing and neutering of pets. S.B. 274, which 
would allow dog racing with pari-mutuel 
wagering in the state, was carried over for 
consideration in the 1993 session. � 
Animal Care Expo 
'93 Is Coming! 
We're going to "Go for the Magic" in 
Orlando, Fla.! Mark your calendar and 
begin making plans to attend Animal 
Care Expo '93. 
Expo '93 will feature the most prac­
tical and innovative equipment, prod­
ucts, and services available for humane 
sheltering, care, and control of domes­
tic and wild animals. Expo '93's many 
educational workshops will help ani­
mal-care professionals stay up-to-date 
on the field's latest information, tech­
nology, and resources. 
Put some "magic" on your agenda 
for next year. Plan to join us March 
17-20, 1993, at Orlando's Twin Towers 
Hotel and Convention Center. Advance 
registration is only $18. For more infor­
mation call 1-800-248-EXPO (3976).IJl 
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